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(g) Angled surgical instrument with rotating cutter. 
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(57) A thin-walled sleeve (16) of polymeric or simi- 
lar material is heat-shrunk or otherwise closely 
fitted over a flexible torque-transmitting shaft 
(22) in an angled rotary surgical instrument of 
the type having an angled rigid sheath (32) and 
a cutter (34). The sleeve provides a seal to 
maintain aspiration or suction through the por- 
ous flexible shaft, and also provides an ad- 
ditional bearing surface on the distal end of the U» 
flexible shaft, facilitates insertion and removal 
of the flexible shaft, and provides a low friction 
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surface between the flexible shaft and the 
sheath. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to an Improved angled ro- 
tating surgical instrument. More particularly, this In- 
vention relates to an angled rotating surgical instru- 
ment wherein suction or aspiration may be effectively 
applied to the surgical site. 

Discussion of the Prior Art 

U.S. Patent No. 4,646.738 to Trott. assigned to 
the assignee of the present application, shows a ro- 
tary surgical tool wherein a surgical cutter is mounted 
for rotation at the end of an angled, elongated rigid 
sheath. The cutter is driven by a flexible torque-trans- 
mitting member rotating within the sheath. A proximal 
end of the sheath Is mounted to a housing of a motor, 
typically disposed in a handpiece. The motor is cou- 
pled to the torque-transmitting member to drive the 
rotary cutter. The sheath has a bend near its distal tip 
which allows the surgeon access to several different 
portions of the surgical site through a single incision. 
Such bent or angled surgical instruments are beconrv 
ing increasingly popular. 

In order that the torque-transmitting member can 
drive the cutter while extending around the bend in 
the sheath, the torque-transmitting member must be 
fr ely flexible. According to the Trott invention, the 
torque-transmitting member comprises three concen- 
tric flexible tubular spring-like members. Each of the 
f I xible tubular members is a continuous spiral-wrap- 
ped stainless steel wire of generally flat cross- 
section. The central of the three concentric members 
is wound with the opposite hand with respect to the 
hand of the inner and outer members, so that upon 
application of torque, the assembly tends to tighten 
upon itself. The three concentric members are se- 
cured to one another at their ends by spot welding or 
a like expedient. The disclosure in the Trott patent is 
expressly incorporated herein in its entirety by this 
reference. 

Another generally relevant device is shown in Eu- 
ropean Patent Application No. 445,981 of Krause et 
al, the disclosure in which, and In any U.S. counter- 
part patent, is expressly incorporated herein in its en- 
tirety by this reference. In Krause et al. a flexible tor- 
que-transmitting member for a surgical instrument 
having an angled probe is provided by forming a num- 
ber of opposed rows of interdigitated circunnferentlal 
slits extending through the wall of the tubular metallic 
member, or by drilling a number of offset rows of holes 
therethrough. 

In order to remove debris from the surgical site, 
it is desirable to apply suction or aspiration to the 
proximal end of the instrument, the suction or aspir- 
ation being effectively conveyed to the surgical site 



by way of the lumen of the tubular torque-transmitting 
member. In the Trott device, the fact that the torque- 
transmitting member comprises three concentric spi- 
ral-wrapped members allows substantial suction or 

5 aspiration to be transmitted from the proximal end to 
the distal tip of the instrument. However, some leak- 
age takes place between the substantially circumfer- 
ential slits formed between the adjacent spiral-wrap- 
ped wire sections, so that improvement in the effi- 

10 clency of transmission of the suction or aspiration 
would be desirable. 

In the Krause et al device, the slits or holes In the 
torque- transmitting member may be filled with a sili- 
cone rubber or other pliable material to permit the 

15 necessary flexibility yet allow the suction or aspira- 
tion to be effectively conveyed to the distal tip of the 
instrument. Such pliant plugs tend to fall out of the 
slits, destroying their beneficial effect. 

Other generally related subject matter is shown in 

20 U.S. Patent No. 4,858,897 to Irifune showing a spring 
which might be used as a flexible tension member 
within a sheath In an instrument of the type shown in 
the Trott patent. The Irifune spring would also require 
protection against loss of suction as in the case of the 

25 Krause et al European patent. U.S. Patent No. 
4,576,772 to Carpenter shows a fluid-tight catheter 
having notches cut In Its surface to facilitate bending. 
German OS 3,219,169 of Nagel et al apparently 
shows various ways in which a tubular member may 

30 be perforated or slit to impart flexibility thereto. If the 
Naget et al device were used as a torque-transmitting 
element in a probe, suction or aspiration applied to 
one end thereof would not be effectively transmitted 
to the other end. 

35 

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is accordingly an object of the invention to pro- 
vide an improved angled rotating surgical instrument 

40 wherein suction or aspiration applied to a proximal 
end of the Instrument is effectively communicated to 
the distal end thereof. 

It is a further object of the Invention to reduce fric- 
tion between the torque-transmitting member and the 

45 rigid outer sheath of an angled rotating surgical in- 
strument, to ease assembly and disassembly of the 
instrument for cleaning, to provide vibration absorp- 
tion, and to eliminate any necessity for forming a cost- 
ly, low-friction coating on the Inner surface of the 

50 sheath. 

These and other objects of the invention which 
will appear as the discussion below proceeds are sat- 
isfied by the present Invention, whereby a thin sleeve 
of a fluid-impermeable material is placed over the 

55 flexible torque-transmitting member rotating within 
the sheath. Typically, the sleeve is of a so-calied 
heat-shrink polyester material as used for electrical 
insulation and other such purposes; however, other 
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materials suitable for performing the functions descri- 
bed herein may be employed. The sleeve is placed 
over the torque-transmitting member and, if made 
from heat-shrink polymer, is heated, whereupon the 
sleeve shrinks into place and is retained on the tor- 5 
que-transmitting member. The fluid-impermeable 
sleeve material has low surf ace friction and acts as an 
effective lubricant between the torque-transmitting 
member and the outer rigid sheath. The presence of 
the continuous sleeve over the flexible section of the 10 
torque-transmitting member effectively seals the tor- 
que-transmitting member, such that suction or aspir- 
ation applied to the proximal end of the instrument is 
effectively transmitted to the surgical site. 

Other objects and advantages of the present in- is 
vention will become apparent from the following de- 
scription of the preferred embodiment, taken in con- 
junction with the accompanying drawings wherein 
like parts in each of the several figures are identified 
by the same reference characters. 20 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 shows a partial broken cut away view of the 
flexible section of the torque-transmitting mem- 25 
ben and 

Fig. 2 shows an exploded broken partially sec- 
tional view of the complete instrument of the in- 
vention comprising a handpiece, a torque-trans- 
mitting member with a termination, and an outer 30 
rigid sheath with a corresponding termination. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENTS 

36 

Fig. 1 shows the flexible portion of the torque- 
transmitting member of the invention, including three 
concentric members 1 0, 1 2 and 14 as disclosed in the 
Trott patent. Members 10, 12 and 14 comprise spiral- 
wrapped stainless steel wire. The handedness of the 40 
inner and outer members 10 and 14 may be opposite 
to that of the intermediate member 12. As disclosed 
in the Trott patent this arrangement of the concentric 
members ensures that application of torque to the as- 
sembly will cause the spiral wrap members to contract 45 
upon one another. To ensure proper operation the 
three concentric members may be secured to one an- 
other at their ends by a spot-weld or the equivalent 
as indicated generally at 15. 

According to the present invention, the assembly so 
of the three concentric members 10, 12 and 14 is cov- 
ered with a very thin sleeve 16, preferably of a poly- 
meric material and typically of a polyester heat shrink- 
able material. After fabrication of the flexible member 
comprising the three concentric members 1 0, 12 and 55 
14, and their spot-welding to one another at 15, the 
polymeric sleeve 16 is assembled thereover and heat 
is supplied to shrink the sleeve snugly onto the as- 



sembly. In a preferred embodiment the polymeric 
sleeve is polyester heat shrink tubing having a wall 
thickness on the order of 0.00073 inches. 

In other respects, the flexible section 20 of the 
torque-transmitting member 22 (Fig. 2) is as disclosed 
in the Trott patent. Each of the three concentric mem- 
bers 10, 12 and 14 may be formed by wrapping a flat 
stainless steel wire 0.125 inches wide by 0.003 inches 
thick around a mandrel of appropriate diameter. 

As shown in Fig. 2, the complete angled rotary 
surgical instrument according to the invention in- 
cludes a handpiece 30, a torque-transmitting member 
indicated generally at 22 and including a flexible sec- 
tion 20 detailed above in connection with Fig. 1, and 
a rigid tubular sheath 32. As indicated by the dot-dash 
lines in Fig. 2, in use the flexible torque-transmitting 
member 22 slides within the rigid sheath 32 such that 
the rotating cutter assembly 34 Is supported at the 
distal tip 36 of the rigid sheath 32, The cutter assem- 
bly 34 may comprise a stationary element 38 mount- 
ed on the sheath 32, and a rotating element 40 
mounted on the torque- transmitting member 22 for ro- 
tation with respect to the stationary member 38. Pre- 
ferably, the rigid sheath 32 and the torque-transmit- 
ting member 22 are provided with terminal members 
42 and 44, respectively, as shown schematically in 
Fig. 2. The sheath 32 and torque-transmitting mem- 
ber 22 are thus adapted for quick release connection 
to the handpiece 30. Such connections are generally 
known to the art and may be implemented in a con- 
ventional fashion. 

When the torque-transmitting member 22 and the 
sheath 32 have been assembled to the handpiece 30, 
termination 44 of the torque-transmitting member 22 
is coupled to a shaft 46 of a drive motor 48 for rotating 
the torque-transmitting member 22 and the cutter as- 
sembly 34 within sheath 32. At the same time, suction 
or aspiration may be applied to a lumen extending the 
length of the torque- transmitting member 22 by way 
of a port 50 in termination 44 communicating with a 
passage 52 in the handpiece 30, to which is connect- 
ed a source 54 of suction or aspiration as desired. 

According to the invention, the fluid-imperme- 
able sleeve member 16 allows suction or aspiration 
applied to the proximal end of the torque-transmitting 
member 22 to be effectively communicated to the dis- 
tal end thereof. Since the torque-transmitting mem- 
ber comprises a number of substantially circumferen- 
tial slits formed between the spiral-wrapped wire 
members, if the distal cutting window becomes clog- 
ged or obstructed, the condition known as "blow-by" 
or unrecoverable loss of suction may occur in the ab- 
sence of sleeve 16. 

The instrument of the invention is thus assem- 
bled for use by inserting the distal tip of the torque- 
transmitting member 22 into the terminal member 42 
of the rigid sheath 32, and sliding the termination 42 
of the sheath into recess 56 of the handpiece 30, 
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such that the termination 44 engages an inner corre- 
sponding recess 53 in the handpiece 30, and so that 
motor shaft 46 engages ternnination 44. At that point 
the rotating cutter element 40 fits snugly within the 
stationary member 38 fixed at the distal end of the 
ridged sheath 32 and Is supported thereby. When the 
motor 48 is subsequently actuated by motor control 
58, the torque-transmitting member rotates, rotating 
cutter 40 with respect to stationary cutter 38, thereby 
forming an effective cutting instrument Suction or as- 
piration may then be provided at 54 to withdraw or 
flush debris from the surgical site. 

As indicated above, the provision of sleeve 16 
over the flexible portion 20 of torque-transmitting 
member 22 provides a number of useful functions. 
The fluid-impermeabie sleeve seals the flexible 
member 20 despite the presence of essentially cir- 
cunnferential slits formed between the flat wires of the 
concentric members 10, 12 and 14. Stated differently, 
sleeve 16 provides a seal over the discontinuous sur- 
face of flexible portion 20 of torque-transmitting mem- 
ber 22. Sleeve 16 further provides a low friction inter- 
face between the flexible member 20 and the Interior 
of the rigid sheath 32. This not only eases assembly 
and disassembly of the instrument, but also elimin- 
ates any necessity of providing a costly low friction 
coating on the interior surface of the rigid sheath 32. 

As noted above, the preferred embodiment of the 
invention utilizes heat-shrink polyester tubing for 
sleeve 16. It will be appreciated, however, that other 
materials may be employed and need not be applied 
by heat shrinking. It is only necessary that the result- 
ing sleeve be capable of performing the functions as- 
crib d thereto in the foregoing description. The most 
important of these functions is sealing the torque- 
transmitting member in order that the distal end of the 
cutt r may be efficiently aspirated from the proximal 
end. In addition, the sleeve should provide the bear- 
ing and vibration damping functions described above, 
although these are not as critical as fluid imperme- 
ability. Of course, the sleeve also must not interfere 
with the rotation of the torque-transmitting member. 
One alternative to the heat shrink polyester material 
is Teflon which has all of the desirable features re- 
quired for sleeve 16. A Teflon sleeve 16 would take 
the form of a tube journaled or "free-wheeling" about 
the torque-transmitting member. Still another alterna- 
tive embodiment of sleeve 16 is a "spray-on" resin or 
other material that is sprayed as a liquid and solidifies 
on the torque-transmitting member. 

It should also be noted that the fluid-imperme- 
able sleeve of the present invention is useful to pre- 
clude aspiration leakage in instruments other than 
angled cutters. Thus, the sleeve is useful in straight 
cutters and in non-cutting instruments through which 
aspiration of a surgical site is effected. It is also useful 
in cutters or the like that are conformable to shape by 
the end user. Such a cutter may be supplied by its 



manufacturer without bends but is bent to a desired 
angle before use. 

While as indicated the cooperating cutting ele- 
ments may be permanently fixed to the distal ends of 
5 the tubular sheath and torque- transmitting member, it 
is also within the scope of the invention to provide 
separable cutter assemblies. 

Other aspects of the construction of the com- 
plete instrument according to the invention are gen- 
10 erally as taught in the Trott patent and need not be re- 
iterated here. However, the invention is not limited to 
the particular flexible member disclosed by Trott, but 
is also useful in connection with the device shown in 
the Krause et al European patent. If the Irifune spring 
15 were employed as a flexible element in a rotating sur- 
gical instrument it would similarly be substantially im- 
proved by placement of a fluid-impermeable sleeve 
20 thereover according to the invention. 

Inasmuch as the present invention is subject to 
20 many variations, modifications and changes in detail, 
it is intended that alt subject matter discussed above 
or shown in the accompanying drawings be Interpret- 
ed as illustrative only and not be taken In a limiting 
sense. 

25 

Claims 

1. An angled surgical instrument, comprising: 

30 a rigid elongated tubular sheath (32) 

adapted to be coupled to a motor assembly at its 
proximal end, and having a bend formed between 
its ends; 

a torque-transmitting member (22) within 
35 the sheath, comprising a flexible section (20) jux- 

taposed to the bend in the sheath and a sleeve 
(16) of polymeric material over the flexible sec- 
tion; and 

a rotatable cutter assembly (34) at the dis- 
40 tal end (36) of the torque-transmitting member 

and adapted for rotation therewith. 

2. The instrument of claim 1, wherein the flexible 
section comprises a tubular inner member having 

45 a plurality of substantially circumferential slits 

formed therein, and wherein the sleeve is tubular 
and is secured to the inner member. 

3. The instrument of claim 2, wherein the inner 
50 member has opposed rows of interdigitated cir- 
cumferential slits formed along its length. 

» 

4. The instrument of claim 2 or claim 3, wherein the 
inner member has a lumen extending through its 

55 centre, and the tubular sleeve effectively seals 

the slits, wherein suction or aspiration applied to 
the proximal end of the sheath or torque-trans- 
mitting member may be communicated to its dis- 
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tal end. 

5. The instrument of claim 4, which additionally 
comprises means (54) for applying the aspiration 

or suction. 5 

6. The instrument of any of claims 2 to 5, wherein 
the inner member comprises three concentric 
tubular members (10,12,14) each comprising a 
continuous length of spiral-wrapped wire, e.g. of io 
stainless steel, the slits being formed between 
adjacent sections of the wire. 

7. The instrument of claim 6, wherein the wire of the 
concentric tubular members is flat in cross- 15 
section. 

8. The instrument of claim 6 or claim 7, wherein the 
concentric tubular mem.bers are joined to one an- 
other at at least one end of the inner member (at 20 
15), e.g. by spot-welding. 

9. The instrument of any of claims 6 to 8, wherein 
the relative hands of the three tubular concentric 
members are such that application of torque to 25 
the torque-transmitting member tends to tighten 

the concentric tubular members with respect to 
one another. 

10. The instrument of claim 9, wherein the innermost 30 
and outermost of the concentric tubular members 
(10,14) are spiral-wrapped with one hand, and 

the other such member (12) is spiral-wrapped 
with the opposite hand. 

35 

11. The instrument of any preceding claim, wherein 
the tubular sleeve is formed of a heat-shrinkable 
polyester. 

.12. The instrument of any preceding claim, which ad- 40 
ditionalty comprises a drive motor (48) coupled to 
the. torque-transmitting member, to rotate the tor- 
que-transmitting member relative to and within 
the sheath. 

45 

13. An endoscopic instrument comprising: 

a rigid elongated tubular sheath (32); and 

a shaft member (32) disposed within the 
sheath, and comprising: 

a hollow tubular member for conducting 50 
aspirating fluid from the distal end of the sheath 
to Its proximal end; and 

a thin-walled sleeve (1 6) of fluid-imperme- 
able material fitted over the hollow tubular mem- 
ber, to seal against leakage of the aspirating fluid 55 
from the tubular member. 

14. The instrument of claim 13, further comprising: 



a drive motor unit (48) on which the proxi- 
mal end of the sheath is mounted; and 

a cutter assembly (34) supported at the 
distal end of the sheath; 

wherein the shaft member is a torque- 
transmitting member coupled to transmit torque 
received from the motor unit to the cutter assem- 
bly. 

15. The instrument of claim 13 or claim 14, wherein 
the sheath has a bend between its ends, and 
wherein the hollow tubular member is flexible so 
that it adapts to the bend. 

16. The instrument of claim 15, wherein the hollow 
tubular member has a discontinuous wall, to per- 
mit flexibility, and wherein the sleeve seals 
against leakage of fluid through the discontinu- 
ous wall. 

17. The instrument of claim 16, wherein the sleeve is 
of flexible polymeric material fitted over the hol- 
low tubular member. 

18. The instrumentof any of claims 13 to 17, wherein 
the sleeve provides a bearing surface on the dis- 
tal end of the sheath; and the sleeve Includes lu- 
brication means between the sheath and the 
shaft member. 

19. A surgical instrument comprising: 

a rigid elongated tubular sheath (32); and 
a flexible member (32) disposed within the 
sheath, for aspirating fluid from a surgical site at 
which the sheath's distal end may be disposed; 
wherein the flexible member comprises: 
a fluid-permeable and flexible tubular In- 
ner member; and 

a fluid-rmpermeable sleeve (16) disposed 
about the Inner member in fluid-sealing relation. 
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